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Status 

1 )[3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 28 December 2005 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under £x parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) M Claim(s) 7-73 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) ; is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 7-73 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) M The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.1 14 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's prior submissions filed on 
30 September 2005, 26 October 2005 have already been entered. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 12 is objected to because of the following informalities: A typographical 
error is present on line 2 of the claim. Specifically, the "(" before the word "connected" 
should be removed. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
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under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

5. Claim 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Synnestvedt et al. (U.S. 6,598,057), hereinafter referred to as Synnestvedt in view of 
what was well known at the time of the Applicant's invention. 

6. Regarding claim 1 , Synnestvedt disclose a configuration method for an 
automation module on a TCP/IP network which at least one item of automation 
equipment also is connected, the method in sequence comprising: 

assigning an application name for the automation module, said application name 
being unique on the TCP/IP network (col. 2, lines 47-51 and col. 4, lines 60-63); 

sending by the automation module a request address query on the TCP/IP 
network, the request address query comprising the application name of the automation 
module and being in conformance with DHCP protocol (column 1, lines 54-57, col. 3, 
lines 43-48, col. 4, lines 5-8, and col. 5, lines 36-41, In the background of the Invention, 
column 1 , lines 54-57, Synnestvedt discloses the use of DHCP. DHCP ("Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol") is a network application protocol that assigns a temporary IP 
address to a network device automatically when the network device connects to the 
network. The use of DHCP is deemed as being well known in the art, specifically what 
is well known is the step of assigning addresses using the DHCP protocol in a TCP/IP 
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networking environment. The Examiner therefore takes official notice that the use of 
DHCP is well known in the art.); and 

sending by the automation module a read configuration query in conformance 
with FTP or TFTP protocol, on the TCP/IP network, to an FTP/TFTP server (col. 3, lines 
40-53, specifically lines 44-48). 

7. Regarding claim 2, in accordance with claim 1, Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method wherein one of said automation equipment connected to the 
TCP/IP network comprises a DHCP server compliant with DHCP protocol (col. 3, lines 
62-67), 

8. Regarding claim 3, in accordance with claim 1 , Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method wherein one of said automation equipment connected to the 
TCP/IP network comprises an FTP/TFTP server (col. 3, lines 62-67). 

9. Regarding claim 4, in accordance with claim 1 , Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method wherein sending by the automation module further comprises the 
automation module receiving a response to the request address query from a DHCP 
server, said response containing an IP address and a location of a data file specific to 
the automation module, making possible sending by the automation module a read 
configuration query (col. 4, lines 5-8, col. 5, lines 28-32, and col. 6, lines 20-24). 

10. Regarding claim 5, in accordance with claim 4, Synnestvedt disclose the method 
wherein the read configuration query uses the location of the data file for the automation 
module (col. 3, lines 44-48 and col. 4, lines 60-63). 
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1 1 . Regarding claim 6, in accordance with claim 5, Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method additionally comprising sending by the automation module a read 
configuration query receiving by the automation module a response to the read 
configuration query form the FTP/TFTP server, the response containing the data file for 
the automation module, so that the automation module can then change to an 
operational state (col. 4, lines 5-8, col. 5, lines 28-32, and col. 8, lines 19-22). 

12. Regarding claim 7, in accordance with claim 6, Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method wherein the data file of the automation module is identified by the 
application name of the automation module (col. 4, lines 60-62). 

13. Regarding claim 8, in accordance with claim 6, Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method wherein when the automation module is in an operational state, 
the automation module sends a write configuration query on its on initiative to the 
FTP/TFTP server to update or save all or some of the automation module data file (col. 
3, lines 46-53, col. 4, lines 21-26, and col. 5, lines 22-26). 

14. Regarding claim 9, in accordance with claim 6, Synnestvedt disclose the 
configuration method wherein when the automation module is in an operational state, 
the automation module sends a read configuration query on its own initiative to the 
FTP/TFTP server to check or reload all or some of the automation module data file (col. 
5, lines 22-26). 

15. Regarding claim 10, in accordance with claim 1, Synnestvedt disclose the 
automation assembly for implementing a method of configuring an automation module, 
the automation assembly comprising at least one automation module connected to a 
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TCP/TP network and equipped with a first processing unit connected to a first storage 
means and to a first network communication interface, wherein the automation module 
is for storing an application name specific to the automation module in the first storage 
means, and for executing a DHCP client process and an FPT/TFTP agent process in 
the first processing unit (col. 3, lines 41-44 and col. 3, line 54 - col. 4, line 8). . 

1 6. Regarding claim 1 1 , in accordance with claim 1 0, Synnestvedt disclose the 
automation assembly comprising first automation equipment connected to the TCP/IP 
network and equipped with a second processing unit connected to a second storage 
means and to a second network communication interface, wherein the first automation 
equipment is for executing a DHCP server process in the second processing unit and 
for memorizing a configuration table in said second storage means, thereby associating 
the application name of at least one DHCP client process with an IP address and a 
location of a data file (col. 3, lines 41-44, col. 3, line 54 - col. 4, line 8, col. 4, lines 61- 
63, and col. 6, lines 20-24). 

1 7. Regarding claim 1 2, in accordance with claim 1 1 , Synnestvedt disclose the 
automation assembly comprising a second automation equipment connected to the 
TCP/IP network and comprising a third processing unit connected to a third storage 
means and to a third network communication interface, wherein the second automation 
equipment is for executing an FTP/TFTP server process in its processing unit and for 
memorizing a data file corresponding to at least one FTP/TFTP agent process in said 
third storage means (col. 3, lines 41-44, col. 3, line 54 - col. 4, line 8, col. 4, lines 61-63, 
and col. 6, lines 20-24). 
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18. Regarding claim 13, in accordance with claim 11, Synnestvedt disclose the 
automation assembly wherein the first automation equipment is for executing an 
FTP/TFTP server in said second processing unit and for storing a data file 
corresponding to at least one FTP/TFTP agent in said second storage means (col. 3, 
lines 40-53). 

Response to Arguments 

19. Applicant's arguments filed 30 September 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

20. Applicant's argue that Synnestvedt does not teach or suggest the elements of 
claim 1 , specifically (a) "sending by the automation module a request address query on 
the TCP/IP network, the request address query comprising the application name of the 
automation module and being in conformance with DHCP protocol" followed by (b) 
"sending by the automation module a read configuration query in conformance with FTP 
or TFTP protocol, on the TCP/IP network, to an FTP/TFTP server". The Examiner 
disagrees with both points (a) and (b). First, in response to point (a), it is understood as 
best by the Examiner step (a) is utilized to assign an address (i.e. IP address) to the 
automation module. Examiner contends that Synnestvedt clearly suggests this step in 
the background of the Invention, column 1, lines 54-57: DHCP ("Dynamic Host 
Configuration Protocol") is a network application protocol that assigns a temporary IP 
address to a network device automatically when the network device connects to the 
network." Because of this already being well known in the art, that is, the step of 
assigning. addresses using the DHCP protocol in a TCP/IP networking environment, part 
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(a) of claim 1 is not considered patentable over the prior art of record. Second, in 
reference to point (b), Examiner at best understands step (b) to be utilized in order to 
query for configuration data using either the FTP protocol or the TFTP protocol within a 
TCP/IP networking environment, the query being sent to an FTP/TFTP server. 
Examiner contends the fact that Synnestvedt clearly suggests and teaches this step in 
an example in column 3, lines 49-53 wherein within a TCP/IP network a TFTP server is 
"used to perform standard TFTP services, such as downloading software upgrades to 
cable modems, as well as providing the new service of dynamically generating DOCSIS 
compliant configuration files" Step (b) is determined to be known in the art as 
demonstrated by Synnestvedt (simply, the ability to utilze a TFTP server to provide 
information, in this case "configuration information"), and therefore is not considered to 
be patentable over the prior art of record. 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to Benjamin A. Ailes whose telephone number is (571 )272- 
3899. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 6:30-4, IFP Work Schedule. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Caldwell can be reached on (571)272-3868. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic ' 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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